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 Barn Owls Curriculum Letter – Spring Term January 2024
Happy New Year and a warm welcome back to the beginning of the spring term at  
Dry Sandford Primary School. 
This term’s topic focuses on, Hot and Cold places. We will be focusing on stories such as: Elmer, Poles apart and Lost and Found. We will also be changing the familiar story of Goldilocks and the three bears to fit in with our topic! We will be producing a variety of different texts from these books, do check our website to see our English curriculum in full. I have been encouraging the children to spot their own hot and cold books, which some of them have already done, please feel free to send them into school we love sharing different books at story time! 
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The past week we have been focusing on the story Elmer and we love the idea that the elephants have at the end of the book to have an Elmer day to celebrate everybody’s differences and what makes them special. So… we thought its only right for Owlets and Barn Owls to have their very own Elmer day! This will take place on Thursday 8th February. Children can come to school dressed in clothes inspired by Elmer, the brighter the better! We will have lots of fun activities throughout the day as well as discussions about why celebrating our differences is important. 
 
Within our topic there will be lots of focused activities to develop other areas such as, Maths, science, and literacy to name a few and the children will continue their Forest School sessions on a Thursday afternoon, starting again on 25th January (please refer to separate forest school letter). As you know we have outdoor learning in all weathers so please provide waterproofs etc.   
As a reminder all children need a set of indoor and outdoor shoes, please. Barn Owls will continue to have PE on a Monday afternoon. 
Our first focus this term in maths is multiplication and division. If you have time, it would be great if children could practise their times tables at home (Year 1: 2’s and 10’s Year 2: 2’s, 10’s, 5’s and 3’s). This only needs to be for short bursts of time, maybe during car journeys or the walk to school, and will be very beneficial when applying multiplication skills during lessons. 
 
As usual please let the office know if your child cannot attend and try to make appointments out of school hours where possible. Please let me know if you require your child’s login details for Microsoft Teams, Seesaw, Doodle Maths or Purple Mash. 
 
 Helping your child at home 

Children can still borrow a picture book from our reading area if they would like to and we will continue to change the reading books on your child’s designated reading day. It is ideal if you can read with your child every day and practise letter sounds and tricky words at home. Please fill in the reading record to show you have read together. Looking around for numbers and signs is also a good thing to do as well as counting toys and objects and encouraging children to draw and write at home. We will be thinking about when we use capital and lowercase letters, spaces between words and full stops. 
Thank you to those who have already donated money towards cooking, arts, and crafts. We ask if you can give a donation of around £3 in autumn, spring, and summer, which some people have given for the whole year. We are also always grateful to receive materials for pictures and model making, den making in the garden etc., for example: large material, cardboard boxes, carpet tiles, cartons, wool, old Birthday cards, plant pots etc.  
 
We will be sending out letters to keep you informed of what is happening as it comes up so look out for these, and feel free to talk to staff if you have any questions or concerns. You can also message me at any time on SeeSaw and I will try to post any important updates on there too. Check our website for all the current information, photos and latest excitement.  The Friends of Dry Sandford Facebook page is also great for information, networking and opportunities to get involved with the community and fund-raising . 
Thank you for your help and support for the school and in developing your child’s learning. 
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Miss Goodgame and team 
 
 
 
 
 
Together Everyone Achieves More 
